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UCLA Picked for

Hazardous Waste Control

- By LARRY B. STAMMER, Times Staff Writer

"The National Science Founda-
tion has awarded an $18-million

grant to UCLA to open the nation’s

first engineering research center
devoted entirely to solving the
growing problem of hazardous
waste management, the. university
announced Monday.

The center, one of dozens backed
by the Reagan Administration to
expand basic research in fields
ranging from telecommunications
to biotechnology, will open in May.

While universities have long
been engaged in various hazardous
waste projects, the new Engineer-

* ing Research Center for Hazardous
Substance Control for the first time
will bring together specialists from
academia, government and indus-
try and focus their expertise on
hazardous waste.

“This center promises to be one
of the most exciting projects that
any engineering faculty has ever
undertaken. It represents a unique
opportunity for academic engineers
to work together and with industry
. . . on a vital national problem,”
said the new center’s director, Prof.
Sheldon K. Friedlander, chairman
of UCLA’s chemical engineering
department.

The center will draw from pro-
fessors and students in chemical,
electrical, civil, materials and me-
chanical engineering as well as
others from the environmental sci-
ence and engineering program of
the School of Public Health, the

Graduate School of Architecture:

and Urban Planning, and the Grad-

uate School of Library and Infor- i
mation Science, which will estab- !
lish a national information center .

on hazardous substances.

Backers of the new center said
they hope that it will become to
hazardous substance control what

the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in .

Pasadena is to space exploration—a
major national resource whose bas-

ic research and engineering inno-

vations can be transferred to the
marketplace to help meet the de-

mands of both environmental pro- - ;

fection and industry’s need for
¢conomical and efficient pollution
control technology.

+ At the same time, the center will
le a teaching laboratory for train-
ihg new engineers and scientists
who, Friedlander said, will be

“gensitive to environmental con-

- dtraints” as well as to the practical

groblems of persuading govern-

ment and industry to see the

benefits of new technology.

. President Reagan referred to the
ew research centers in his State of
e Union address last January,

declaring that they would help

thaintain the nation’s “competi- °

veness.”

+ The $18-million National Sci-
énce Foundation grant will cover a
five-year period, with the first $2
million allocated for 1987. In addi-
tion, another $4.4 million will be
allocated by the state of California,
the University of California and
industry.

+ In addition to the professors and

others involved, the research cen- -

ter wili employ 25 graduate student
trainees and 10 undergraduates
beginning in May. Next year, those
numbers will double. '
The center will have a policy
advisory group composed of repre-
gentatives of business and industry
to assure close cooperation with
non-academic organizations. It is to

be chaired by H. Ray Kerby, .

director of environmental pro-
grams for IBM. Other corporations
involved in the center’s formation
include Arco, TRW, Rockwell In-
ternational, General Motors, Lock-
heed, Rand and America Ecology.
The center’s executive director is
Howard A. Slack, an adjunct pro-
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fessor at UCLA and formerly sen-
jor vice president of science and
technology for Arco.

William Chamberlain, senior

. vice president of Arco, stressed

Monday that new federal Super-
fund legislation designed to clean
up hazardous waste sites and im-
pose new controls on hazardous
materials at factories has left busi-
ness ~nd industry with little choice
but to seek technological solutions.
He said the time for simply calling
for new studies as a delaying tactic
has passed.

“1 think the scope and impact of
Superfund 1986 has not yet been
appreciated,” Chamberlain said at a
UCLA press conference. “It is
going to have reverberations, 1
think a healthy one in general
Industry, if it were so inclined,
would no longer have the option of
delaying by study. If anything, I
think we’re hungry for this tech-
nology to allow us to cope with the
regulations that we now face.”

Friedlander noted that the cost
of managing hazardous waste is
approaching $10 billion annually
for industry. He said that unless
better methods are found, not only
will the environment continue to
be compromised, but the cost of
goods manufactured in the United
States could “significantly in-
crease” with a consequent loss of
market share to foreign manufac-
turers.
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derstand a pnenumenon (nat they
now see everywhere they look.

" Quarters Rise to Top

Dr. Strandburg, for exa}nple, no-
ticed a container of different sized

. paper clips in which the large clips

were mostly on top. A friend of hers,
even when unapprised of the funda-.
mental physics, has long used shak-
ing 10 get quarters to the top of the
can of change on his dresser.

“If you look in a flour sifter while
you sift,” she said, “things are bounc-

ing around and large things tend to-

come up to the top.”"

To Dr. Strandburg, the simplicity of
the solution is its beauty. “That’s ex-
actly the kind of thing that physicists
look for in a scientific explanation,”
she said. “What you want to have is
something that, when you hear it, you
say, ‘Oh, of course, why didn't I think
of that?' "
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